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A MESSAGE FROM

OUR LEADERSHIP

Dear friends,

Students arrived on campus last fall craving connection
and community following a difficult year of social distance
and remote learning. The American University Hillel staff
and student leadership were challenged to rebuild Jewish
life on campus while, at the same time, supporting
students as they dealt with the lingering social and
emotional impact of the pandemic.

We couldn’t be more proud of how our students, staff and
supporters rose to the challenge.

At AU Hillel, the “new normal” to which we returned looks
a lot like the old normal. Multiple student cohorts meet

each week for deep Jewish learning. Jewish student
affinity groups come together for activities on a near daily
basis, and energetic crowds socialize over delicious
Shabbat dinners each Friday night. The campus coffee
shops are dotted with Hillel interns and staff getting to
know Jewish students over lattes or hot chocolate.

In the pages that follow, you will meet several of our
extraordinary students and learn about some of the ways
that AU Hillel helps them to grow and learn, find
community, navigate the challenges of early adulthood,
and take ownership of their Jewish journeys. We are
inspired by these students - and so many others! - and
we're grateful for your support, without which we could
not do this sacred work. Thank you.

Jason Benkendorf Eli Engelbourg

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BOARD PRESIDENT



When Spencer arrived at AU as a new student
last fall, he didn’t immediately find people with
whom he connected. He shared this with Hillel
Executive Director Jason Benkendorf over
coffee on a Friday morning in late September.
Spencer had been quick to accept the
invitation to meet, and he openly expressed his
frustration. Why, he wondered, were things not
clicking?

During their conversation that day Spencer
shared about his family, time he’d spent in
Israel, and his hobbies. When he mentioned his
love of singing, Jason asked if he knew about
Hillel's Jewish a cappella group, TenLi Tunes.
Spencer immediately perked up. He didn’t
know, but he was interested.

ONE-ON-ONE
CONVERSATIONS
WITH STUDENTS

OF A CUP OF
COFFEE

Fast forward five months and Spencer wasn'’t
just a member of TenLi Tunes - he'd become a
board member and frequent soloist. Through
his participation in TenLi Tunes, Spencer
deepened his involvement with the broader
Hillel community. He joined the planning
committee for our annual Holocaust
Remembrance Week and participated in the
Jewish Learning Fellowship.

“Looking back several months later,” Spencer
reflected, “I realize how significant and
influential that one conversation was. Not
only did it lead me to a cherished activity, but
it helped me feel supported and welcome on
campus at a time when I felt neither.”

While Spencer is an extraordinary young man,
his story isn’t unusual. Hillel staff conduct
hundreds of these conversations, meeting
students where they are and helping them
connect with meaningful Jewish experiences
and peers who share their passions and
identities.
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INSPIRES

Our remarkable students inspire us . Rt
every day, and each day we work to ‘ Yol
inspire our students as they explore

and express their Jewish identities HRw

in personally meaningful ways. Holocaust Remembrance Wee

SARA '24

"l first learned about the Holocaust Remembrance Week (HRW)
committee through one of the Hillel staff. I wanted to get involved
because of what HRW represents and what it does, not only for the
Jewish community, but for the rest of AU. As the years go on,
Holocaust education - and especially first-hand accounts from

survivors - will not be as easily accessible, and it's important that
we honor the lives lost. AU itself is not immune from antisemitism.

Hate in general is something that plagues every college campus,
regardless of size or location, and keeping these programs and making
education on the Holocaust accessible is imperative to creating a
more empathetic and welcoming student body."

SARAH '24

“The Jewish community is so diverse, but there
often isn’t space for Jews of Color like me to find
connections and embrace our identities. The
opportunity I've had at Hillel to build space for
that community is amazing, and I appreciate all of
o b - ~ the wonderful support I've received from the Hillel
HILLEL INSPIRES ~ staff and my fellow students. AU Hillel truly
ME TO... a4 ::  believes in the power of our multicultural Jewish

Qi Creone ond &P gg community and gives every Jewish student

diverse Cormmum O N
opportunities to grow, learn, and lead.




E

TIKKUN OLAM

Many AU students connect to their Judaism
through social justice, and Hillel offers
consistent opportunities for students to live out
the value of tikkun olam. Two students led Hillel's
efforts in this area last year as members of the
Repair the World Campus Corps, a national
initiative that empowers students to organize
service projects in their local communities and
beyond.

I’'m grateful that AU Hillel
and Repair the World
provide an opportunity for
me to make connections
with friends and local
volunteer organizations.
This experience has made
me see my Jewish identity
and my volunteer work as
related, rather than

separate things.
-Alyssa '25

ON

CAMPUS

One favorite project from the year involved
creating bags of the Passover "plagues” for
members of the Jewish deaf/blind community
around the world. Students designed and
assembled sets of tactile objects representing
each of the ten plagues and shipped them out
before the holiday so that deaf/blind Jews
could enjoy a more interactive seder
experience.

Bradley serves as a Gift of Life Campus Ambassador
and works with AU Hillel to get students into the
bone marrow donor registry.



SHABBAT
AND
HOLIDAYS
AT

AU HILLEL
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My freshman year, | went to the first Shabbat of the

semester. A senior asked me if | wanted to help lead with
him on the second Shabbat. That opened up an avenue
for leading Shabbat services almost every week. Now,
as a senior, | get to be the resource to help other

students learn how to lead services.
-Itai '22

1490

Shabbat meals
served

503

holiday meals
served




HILLEL GOES TO ISRAE

Students enjoyed numerous opportunities ‘ ‘

to engage with Israel on campus last year,

including a series of falafel dinners Birthright Israel had a
featuring dynamic student-led educational profound impqct on me.
activities. Another highlight was Israel The tl'ip made me think

Fest on the Quad, hosted by Hillel's Israel

more deeply about myself,
Culture Committee. Attendees perused an

my Jewish identity, and
what | want to prioritize in
my life. | am so grateful

In May, after more than two years with no that | got to have this

trips to Israel, AU Hillel sent a full bus of experience.
students on the trip of lifetime. One

participant reflected: -Zoe '23

Israeli-style shuk (market), ate Israeli
foods, played Israeli games, and more.




JEWISH
LEARNING
AT HILLEL

Throughout the year, Hillel
provides many opportunities for
students to engage in meaningful
Jewish learning. One key program is
the Jewish Learning Fellowship (JLF),
which allows students to explore their
connection to Judaism on their own

terms as part of a semester-long cohort
experience.

LANE '25

"I participated in the Jewish Learning Fellowship my freshman year,
and it really had an impact on me. [ was converting to Judaism at the
time, and JLF became a huge part of that process. Those were the

first serious conversations I was having with Jews my own age. It

was such an easy way to find community, and I feel like some of the
people I shared the experience with will be lifelong friends. Having
that Jewish space that was so free of judgment was foundational for

During the 2021-2022 school

year, we ran 6 fellowships:

o Life's Big Questions
(fall & spring)

« Kol Yisrael: Exploring
Pluralism in Israel 75
o Lilith: A Jewish Feminist

el [
« Pursuing Justice pin lea anin
(fall & spring) 9

fellowships



student leaders
mentored

1012

students involved

Shelby '22 was involved with Hillel's Jewish queer programming since his
freshman year. He played a lead role in rebooting these activities last year,
following an extended period during which in-person gatherings were not
possible. Shelby shared:

Finding a space where | could express both my queer
and Jewish identities honestly helped me to feel at home
at AU and has led me to make some of my closest friends
in college. It’s given me a sense of connection with others
like me and pride in my unique Jewish identity.
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THANK YOU

to our 2021-2022 donors

I  rccognizes gifts made between 7/1/21 and 6/30/22

Abramson Family
Foundation

Amy Lampert

Alan and Amy Meltzer
Family Foundation

Morningstar Foundation

$3,600-$9,999

Jason Benkendorf

Carol and Gary Berman

Arthur Cohen and Lynn
Feinstein Cohen

Rachel Weiner Cohen
and Justin Cohen

Nancy and Marc Duber

Louis Goodman

Lisa and Ben Leff

Robb Cohen and Gail
Schwartz

Spiegler Endowment
Fund

$1,800-$3,599

Anonymous (2)

Saul Newman and Naomi
Baum

Ruby Benkendorf

David and Barbara
Blumenthal

Shari and Perry Cooper

Robert and Arlene Kogod

Daniel and Bonnie
Russell

Shiri and Ilan Segev

Michelle and Russ
Silberglied

Heidi Markovitz and
Steve Stern

Howard Wachtel

Mark Your Door

$10,000+ $1,000 - $1,799 $500-$999

Kimberly Ackerman

Rabbi Micah and Rachel
Becker-Klein

Andrew Benkendorf

Rabbi Scott Bolton

Baruch Constantine

Barbara and Philip
Derrow

Eli and Brianna
Engelbourg

Tom Kahn

Martha Lewis

Max and Naomi Looper

Adam and Jacquelyn
Loren

Melanie Franco Nussdorf

One America Movement

Dale Cabaniss and
Mitchell Rose

Steven Serber

Noah and Avery Sudow

Leslie and Lori Ulanow

James Webb

Robert Weber

Cameron Wheeler

Anonymous

Chad Appel

Elise and Jim Atkins

Peter Coleman and Karen
Beckman

Julia Glade Bender

Erran Carmel

Steven DeVos

Jeremy Duchin

Anna Fisch

Phyllis Aaronson and Bob
Fleshner

Deidra and Stephen Gold

Daniel Hirsch and Brenda
Gruss

Jack and Peggy Havdala

Benjamin Hills

Ann and Neil Kerwin

David Manchester

Jared Mandel

Stanley and Jodi Medow

Stephanie and Michael
Mitzenmacher

Franklin Paulson

Debra Roshfeld

Laura Rubin

John Rubiner

Jonathan Sirota




$180-S499

Shelley Amdur

Anonymous

Ronald Bayor

Dr. Daniel and Lisa
Bendetowicz

Judye Bernstein

David Bertenthal

Lori and David Bosses

Illene Burak

David and Amanda Conn

Christopher and Lisa
Conti

Ross Cooper

Laura Cutler

Wendy and David
Dworkin

Danielle and Paul Eliades

Randolph Apple and
Susan Faris

Randi and Aaron Feigin

Blanche and Edward
Fenster

Craig and Zoe Fishman

Will Fulmer

Rachel and Gabe Gelman

Jeffrey and Kathryn
Goldenberg

Kenneth and Deborah
Goldstein

Jacqueline and Cory
Gordon

Rabbi Sharyn Henry and
Dennis Grinberg

Richard Grossman

Bradley and Kara Haines

Ellen Havdala

Alexandra Irons and
Stephen Hershkowitz

Beth and Stuart
Herzbrun

Adam Hochman

Richard Kaiser

Andrew Kameros

Roberta Katzman

Michael and Ronnit
Kessler

Robert Killip

Jason and Devora
Kimelman-Block

Sara and Stuart
Kippelman

Bruce Klein

Terry and Jeff Kurz

Terri and Mark Laks

Elizabeth and David
Landis

Beth and Harold Lappin

Jay Lefkowitz and
Natalie Lascar

Alexander Lehman

Kevin Levy

Richard Linowes

David Malet

Evelyn Finster and
Ernest McNutt

Jeffrey Scharf and Amy
Melnick-Scharf

Inga and Michael
Mendelsohn

Adam Katz and Yvonne
Metcalfe

Karen Morris

Rebecca Murow and Josh
Klein

Edward Farber and Pam
Nadell

Meryl Nason

Leslie and Gregory
Nelson

Robert Nooromid

Kevin O'Keefe

Mindelle Pierce

Jessica Pomper

Bruce and Deborah
Powell

Josh Cohen and Noa
Rabinowitz

Robert and Frances Raab

Robyn Rachin

Helen Koschoff and
Wayne Rapkin

Fred Resnick

Jane Riback

Melanie and Michael
Ringel

Jennifer and Andrew
Rosen

Susan Rubinstein

Keith and Sheryl Rutman

Serena Sacks

Henry and Linda Salmon

Bryan and Susan Schiff

Rabbi Tirza
Schmelzer-Covel

Judith Schneider

Annie and Bradley
Schreiber

Cheryl and Jeffrey
Selman

Stephen and Susana
Shapiro

Jesse and Jessica
Sherwood

William Shiovitz

Jeffrey Shoulson

Jeffrey and Allison
Shuren

Brian and Sharon Siegel

Mark Simon

Stephen Sloan

Leslie Kirby and Craig
Smith

Susan and Lawrence
Stein

Ben Horwitz and Ellie
Streiffer

Mark and Kristen
Waksberg

Michelle Weinraub

David Weisman

Richard Weitz

Tammy and Keith
Zimmerman

Jennifer Zimmermann

Elizabeth Zucker
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Erica and Gabriel
Anthony

Judith Aronson Roth

Eitan Avni

Ken Greenberg and
Kevin Baker

Brian and Carol Balk

Emily and Zev Beeber

William Berenson

Jacqueline Berger

Deirdre Bernard-Peal

Joel Bernstein

Sarah Bernstein

Aaron Besser

Amy and Marcus Besser

Matthew and llene
Binder

Zach Blaifeder

Donna Bloom

Rebecca Bock

Vicki Hyman and Rabbi
David Bockman

Barbara and Howard
Bomze

Joel Brandzel

Bonnie Brodsky

Scott and Jane Brown

Peter Brusoe

Leigh and Chris
Burchell

Sharin Newman and
Dave Calderon

Marci and Eric Caplan

Adam Carr

Aviva Chaidell

Deborah Coffina-Klein

Tammy Cohen

Stella and Isaac Cohen

Sarah Cohn

Matt Conti

Cameron Cushner

Julie and Howard Cyker

Arnold Davis

Rosalinda de Fainchtein

Elisabeth DeVos

Susan and Steven
Diamond

Sue Ducat

Barry Dwork

Walter Effross

Robin Eisman

Max Elton

Michael Engler

Benjamin Fagel

Julie and Terrence Fahn

Naomi and Avi
Fainchtein

Rachael and John
Feigenbaum

Barbara and Edward
Felder

Andrea Fenster

Elita Fine

Jack and Ilisa Flug

Karen Friedenberg

Charlotte Friedman

Alan Friedman

Jennifer Friedman

Kirsten Froede and
Jeffrey Galvin

James Frydman

Adam Gaynor

Jennifer and Michael
Gilbert

Daniel and Elana
Ginsberg

Jeffrey and Lynn Glick

Robert Glucroft

Aaron and Becca
Gold-Stein

Judith Goldberg

Susan and Robert
Goldberg

Arza and Brian Goldstein

Ben Goldstein

Josh Goldstein

Lauren Goldstein

Eve Goldstein

Missy Goldstein Gleisser
and Rabbi Rob Gleisser

Debra Goldstone Rubin

Lori Gordon

Melissa Gordon

Jamie Gottlieb

D. Gottlieb-Nulman

Allyson Greenbaum

Lisa and Michael
Greenberg

Eme Gross

Noah Haines

Noah Halperin

Josh Hare

Etan Harmelech

Benjamin Hersch

Lisa and Matt Hills

Meredith Holtz

Ross Honig

Samantha Howell

Lawrence and Renee
Hurwitz

Rabbi Emily Hyatt

Stanley and Louise
Issokson

Lori Jackson

Roger Jerry Rosenblum

Dorothy Joseph

Wendy and Donald
Joseph

Elise and Donald Joy

Yelena Kagan

Annie Kanter

Mimi Karon

Philip Wolgin and Lia
Katz

Audrey Katzman

Benjamin Khoshbin

Stacey Klinger

Brandon Klugman

Eve Knapp

Hannah and Neil
Kohlman



Manouchehr Rasson

Scott and Barbara
Richman

Julie and Dean Ridlon

Jane and Gary Rome

Eric Roseman

Susan Rosenthal

Amy Veltman

Fern Vernick

Arthur and Janet Vogel
Jennifer Rogin Wallis
Julie and David Warshaw
Alan Weiner

Susan and David

$1-$179 CONT.

Bryna Kramer

Joel Krauss

Sarah Kugelman

Ross Diamond and Sarah

LaFreniere

Susan and Corey
Landwehr

Alex Langer

Hannah Lappin

Lawrence Lerman

Jacqueline Levey

Barry Levine

Ellen and Gary Levine

Natalie Leykin

Mackenzie Lipman

Ellie Livingstone

Alan Lopatin

Andrew Lowenstein

Karen and Jon
Manchester

Robin and Craig Medin

Wendy and Andrew
Mellinger

Carson Merenbloom

Marvin Miller

Leslie Moss

Muriel Nellis

Gail and Mark
Niederman

Deborah and Barry
Nulman

Falen Nutis

Dave Olim

Alisa Omert

David and Jennifer
Oppenheim

Alexa Parliyan

Lawrence Levit and
Nilda Pascual

Nancy Petschek-Kohn

Zee Pflantzbaum

Aiden Pink

Alissa Platz

Michal and Jonathan
Powell

Ari Rabinowitz

Deborah
Deutch-Rabinowitz and
Martin Z. Rabinowitz

Heather Rosoff

Amy Rothberger

Wendy and Gary
Rothenberg

Rabbi Jake Rubin

Zach Rubiner

Richard Rybeck

Raphi Salem

Celia Salzman

Nicole Samuel

Susan and Michael
Santoro

Peter Sarasohn

Elizabeth and Michael
Scafidi

Barbara Schaffer

Susan Scharf

Noah Schenkman

Cindy Schlanger

Heather Schlozman

Cynthia and Walter
Schneider

Susan Schnell

Roslyne Schulman

Rhea Schwartz

Richard Semiatin

Ellen Sher

Helen Shriver

Nancy and Jeffrey
Shulman

Rachel Siegel

Ellen and Ira Siegman

Helene Silber

Marilyn Silberglied

Rosalind Silberman

Darcy and Jeffrey Silver

Aimee and Eric Sitnick

Peter Sosnow

Danny and Tamara Stein

Jennifer and Michael
Steinhardt

Sam Sterling

Cyndi Sterne

Louise Van Schaack

Weinstein

Dr. William and Franee

Abram Weintraub

Meredith Weisel
Shana Weiss

Louis Weissbart
Jack Widman

Harris Wiener
Meredith and Andrew

Winick

Martin Johnson and Jenny

Wodinsky

Robert Wyler
Amanda Zimmerman
Brian Zuck

Jeff and Beth Zucker
Nora and Adam

Zuckerman
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