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During this uniquely challenging semester, we have been inspired time and again by
the extraordinary young people who we at AU Hillel have the privilege to serve. Amidst
their grief and fear, our students have stood up for themselves and one another and
have raised their voices on behalf of their people and their values. Our student leaders
have gone to incredible lengths to sustain and grow our vibrant Jewish community, and
they’ve shown passion and poise as they express their support for Israel and their
commitment to fighting antisemitism. 

Our Hillel team has supported students this fall in unprecedented numbers, and at all
hours. We have expanded our programming considerably, innovating to meet students’
rapidly changing needs. We are proud of the many ways that Hillel has been there for
our students during this difficult time – some of which you’ll read about in this update –
and we’re grateful for your support, without which we could not do this sacred work.
Thank you.

A MESSAGE FROM
OUR LEADERSHIP

Jason Benkendorf
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MEETING THE MOMENT
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This fall, AU Hillel engaged and supported a record number of
students. With a war in Israel and increasing expressions of
antisemitism on campus, students looked to Hillel for a safe
place where they could be their full, authentic selves and
proudly express their Jewish identities.
 
Hillel met the moment this semester through:

Educational programs on Israel and antisemitism, in
addition to our semester-long Jewish Learning Fellowships
Wellness activities including a workshop on coping with grief
A bridge-building Jewish-Christian dialogue series
Mobilizing AU students to attend the March for Israel and the ADL Concert Against Hate
Extensive advocacy with the university administration, lifting up the voices and concerns of
Jewish students
Events connecting students with sources of support, including a Jewish faculty-student lunch
“Shabbat moments” at Friday night theater rehearsals, a new Jewish Dungeons & Dragons
group, and other initiatives to foster Jewish community in unexpected places
An enduring commitment to building strong relationships, as embodied by our signature
First Year Students of Hillel (FYSH) program 
Shabbat and holiday celebrations, social events, music and arts programming, and
countless other opportunities for students to experience Jewish joy



AU HILLEL HONOR ROLL

Abramson Family Foundation
Alan and Amy Meltzer Family
   Foundation
Morningstar Foundation

Thank you for making Jewish life at AU possible 

$10,000+

$3,600-$9,999
American University Spiegler
   Endowment Fund
Anonymous
Jason Benkendorf
Carol and Gary Berman
Robb Cohen and Gail Schwartz
Marc and Nancy Duber
Louis Goodman
Lisa and Ben Leff
Shiri and Ilan Segev

$1,800-$3,599

Anonymous (2)
Ruby Benkendorf
David and Barbara Blumenthal
Rabbi Scott Bolton
Arthur M. Cohen and Lynn
   Feinstein Cohen
Rachel Weiner Cohen and
   Justin Cohen
Eli and Brianna Engelbourg
Tom Kahn
Amy Lampert
Heidi Markovitz and Steve
   Stern
Adam and Jacquelyn Loren
Saul Newman and Naomi
 Baum
Michelle and Russ Silberglied
Steven Serber
Noah and Avery Sudow
Howard Wachtel

Anonymous (2)
Virginia Cabaniss and Mitchell
   Rose
Peter Coleman and Karen
   Beckman
Timothy and Jennifer David-
   Lang
Benjamin Hills
Lori and David Jackson
Marisa and Scott Javage
Gregory Kassanoff
Elit Kirschenbaum
Robert and Arlene Kogod
Raquel and Simon Koz
David Marchick and Pamela
   Kurland
Julie Lipsett-Singer and David
   Singer
Max and Naomi Looper
John J. Pinto
Robert Pomerantz
Amy and Michael Roseman

$1,000-$1,799

$500-$999
Kimberly and Kenneth Ackerman
Andrew Benkendorf
Stuart Bindeman
Christopher and Lisa Conti
Lori and David Bosses
Steven DeVos
Jeremy Duchin
Lori Gordon
Jack and Peggy Havdala
Andrea Jacobson
Barbara Kirsh
Elizabeth and Gerard Klus
Rabbi Dan and Aimee Levin
Rebecca and Todd Levin

Richard Linowes
Ellie Livingstone
Jared Mandel
Stanley and Jodi Medow
One America Movement
Daniel Pereira
Allison Redisch and Oren Hirsch
Fred Resnick
Elizabeth and Michael Scafidi
Rabbi Tirza Schmelzer-Covel
Nathan Sevilla
Riley Shelby
Jonathan Sirota
Leslie and Lori Ulanow
Robert Weber
David Weisman
Jeff and Beth Zucker

$180-$499

Anonymous (2)
Phyllis Aaronson and Bob
   Fleshner
Debbie Albert
Shelley Amdur
Chad Appel
Elise and Jim Atkins
Jennifer Baer
Daniel and Lisa Bendetowicz
Joel Bernstein
Aaron Besser
Matthew and Ilene Binder
Robert Shepard and Julie Black
Barbara and Howard Bomze
Leigh and Chris Burchell
Erran Carmel
Adam Carr
Doreen Casuto
Darren and Priya Check
Deborah Coffina-Klein
Tracie and Jason Cohen
Laura Cutler
Thomas Davidoff

Recognizes gifts made between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023



Deborah Deutch-Rabinowitz and
   Martin Z. Rabinowitz
Jill Dinov
Danielle and Paul Eliades
Jessica and Patrick Emerson
   McCormick
Naomi and Avi Fainchtein
Edward Farber and Pam Nadell
Rachael and John Feigenbaum
Randi and Aaron Feigin
Blanche and Edward Fenster
Craig and Zoe Fishman
Uri Fleming
Dana and Kenneth Fox
Jennifer Garber
Matt and Robin Gaven
Lisa and Adam Gerson
Linda Greenspan
Joel Grosberg
Richard Grossman
Tara Gutterman and Tomer
   Solomonov
Bradley and Kara Haines
Ben Horwitz and Ellie Streiffer
Sharone and Byron Jelden
Jerry Rosenblum
Richard Kaiser
Andrew Kameros
Scott Karo
Beth Kassanoff-Piper
Adam Katz and Yvonne Metcalfe
Scott Kelberg
Ann and Neil Kerwin
Michael and Ronnit Kessler
Robert Killip
Sara and Stuart Kippelman
Leslie Kirby and Craig Smith
Bruce Klein
Lori Klein
Mary Beth Klotz
Bryna Kramer
Jeff and Terry Kurz
Hannah Lappin
Alexander Lehman
Kevin Levy
Martha Lewis
David Manchester
Janel Margaretta
Wendy and Andrew Mellinger
Stephanie and Michael
 Mitzenmacher

$1-$179

$180-$499 cont. Eric and Allison Model
Karen Morris
Meryl and Scott Nason
James Nathan
Matthew Newman
Barry and Deborah Nulman
David and Jennifer Oppenheim
Howard Oppenheimer
Cheryl Parker
Beth Pomerantz
Bruce and Deborah Powell
Michael and Melanie Ringel
Alexis Bock Robbins
Albert Robles
Robert Roseman
Debra Roshfeld
Julie Ross
John Rubiner
Jeff Rum
Steven and Sharon Rutman
Sheri and Stuart Saginor
Henry and Linda Salmon
Nicole Samuel
Judith Schneider
Marla and Bruce Schulman
Allison Serber
Abbe and Michael Serphos
The Shniderson Family
Jeffrey Shoulson
Jeffrey and Allison Shuren
Mark Simon
Peter Sosnow
Aaron and Heidi Tandy
Andrew Turner
Danielle Vogel
Geri and Rick Weitz
Timothy Welense
Rob Wunder and Larisa Shlahet

Anonymous (2)
Roselyn Abitbol
Erin Ackerman
Rabbi Bruce and Sue Aft
Leslie Agisim
Alexa Alberto
Alpha Epsilon Pi Fraternity
Marnie and Paul Altman
Galit Askenazi
Eitan Avni
Josh Bandes
Emma Beck
William Berenson

Sarah Bernstein
Amy and Marcus Besser
Grant Bigman
Hannah Binder
Stephanie Black
Zach Blaifeder
Cara Bloom
Rebecca Bock
Brett Boren
Deirdre Bova
Joel Brandzel
Alix Braun
Lisa and Rabbi Daniel Brenner
Bonnie Brodsky
Max Burchell
Aviva Chaidell
Carrington Chung
Stella and Isaac Cohen
David and Amanda Conn
Matt Conti
Rabbi Jason Cook
Lois Copperman
Cameron Cushner
Arnold Davis
Rosalinda de Fainchtein
Leemor Dotan
Erin and David Dubin
Barbara and Steven Dubrow
Sue Ducat
Walter Effross
Max Elton
Noam Emerson-Fleming
Michael Engler
Barbara and Edward Felder
Mollie Feldman
Jack and Ilisa Flug
Jeffrey Frankel
Alan Friedman
Madeline Frischer
Will Fulmer
Rachel Ganellen
Jeffrey and Lynn Glick
Elliott Gold
Aaron and Becca Gold-Stein
Lindsay Goldapp
Chad Goldberg
Danielle Goldberg
Robin Goldman
Kenneth and Deborah Goldstein
Barbie Goldstein
Missy Goldstein Gleisser and Rabbi
   Rob Gleisser
Melissa Gordon
Allyson Greenbaum



Lisa and Michael Greenberg
Ken Greenberg and Kevin Baker
Christina and Jeffrey Grossman
Noah Haines
Kenneth Hamerslough
Stefanie Hanson
Cheryl and Warren Hare
Josh Hare
Sarah Hare
Mikayla Harf
Etan Harmelech
Katie Hecklinger
Roger and Lynn Heller
Amy and Benjamin Hersch
Jonathan and Julie Hersch
Lisa and Matt Hills
Sarah and Ed Himmelfarb
Ben Hirsh
Ross Honig
Stephanie Horn
Jack Hyman
Vicki Hyman and Rabbi David
   Bockman
Alexandra Irons and Stephen
   Hershkowitz
Stanley and Louise Issokson
Noah Jacobson
David Jaffe
Doug and Deborah Johnson
Martin Johnson and Jenny Wodinsky
Ronda Kamin
Orit Karni-Schmidt and Joel Schmidt
Mimi Karon
Ryan Kassanoff
Jonah Kaufman-Cohen
Melissa Klurman and Kenneth 
   Dowell
John Koenigsberg
Lisa Koppel
Noah Kramer
Joel Krauss
Heather Labelle
Corinne and Tim Lagoy
Max Lagoy
David Lang
Alex Langer
Beth and Harold Lappin
Stacey and Marc Lazar
Cynthia and Michael Leavitt
Lawrence Lerman
Benjamin Levin

$1-$179 cont. Barry Levine
Nanette Levinson
Sophie Levy
Jacob Lewis
Howard and Claudia Liff
Jonathan Linkov
Joanne Linowes Alinsky
Alan Lopatin
Stephanie Maierson
Elissa Malter Schwartz and Jason
   Schwartz
Karen and Jon Manchester
Yael Margretz
Marvin Miller
Edward and Karen Moses
Pamela Moss
David and April Navazio
Melissa and Jeff Neil
Linda Neuman
Binyamin Novetsky
Alisa Omert
Phi Mu Sorority
Eric Pianin
Emily and Thomas Piovoso
Gerald and Ellen Platz
Alissa Platz
Andrea Puszkin
Ari Rabinowitz
Manouchehr Rasson
Cole Rector
Caleb Regen
David Resnik
Scott and Barbara Richman
Adam Roshfeld
Heather Rosoff
Daniel and Nadine Rothman
Mark Rubin
Susan and Mitchell Rubinstein
Susan and Michael Santoro
Janis Scher
Heather Schlozman
Susan and Stephen Schnell
Bradley Schreiber
Annie Schreiber
Rhea Schwartz
Itai Segev
Stephen and Susana Shapiro
Joseph Shapiro
Devin Sharkey
Ellen Sher
Brad and Ellen Shorser
Helen Shriver
Brian and Sharon Siegel

Rachel Siegel
Ellen and Ira Siegman
Helene Silber
Dara Silver
Lurie Silverman
Lisa Simkovic
Rebecca Simons
Aimee and Eric Sitnick
Janine Small
Joan Smutko
Judith Spector
Susan and Larry Stein
Tamara and Rabbi Danny Stein
Jennifer and Michael Steinhardt
Carol Stern
Rachel Tabakman-Plancher
Randall Tenor
Paul Thau
Arthur and Janet Vogel
Mark and Kristen Waksberg
Jennifer Rogin Wallis
Bruce Wallis
Arielle Weg
Marsha Weil
Alan Weiner
Michelle Weinraub
Susan and David Weinstein
Jack Weinstein and Ariel Shvartsman
Lauren Weiss
Louis Weissbart
Harris Wiener
Meredith and Andrew Winick
Daniel Wojnilower
Deborah Yunker Kail
Jennifer Zelicof
Brian Zuck



MEET OUR STAFF

JASON BENKENDORF
Executive Director

NAOMI FAINCHTEIN
Assistant Director

AMY HERSCH
Director of Engagement

BINYAMIN NOVETSKY
Springboard Ezra Fellow

MISSY GLEISSER
Marketing and

Development Manager

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R
I N S T I T U T I O N A L  P A R T N E R S



American University Hillel
Kay Spiritual Life Center

4400 Massachusetts Ave NW
Washington, DC 20016
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